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Our current season is being supported, in whole or 
in part, by federal award number 21.027 awarded to 
Knox County by the U.S. Department of the Treasury 

and the Arts & Culture Alliance.

SPECIAL THANKS
Leslie Arnold (Leslie Claire Photography), Britt Corry, 

Paul Denayer, Leann Dickson, Aaron Fantacone, 
Cece Hammond, Amy Hubbard, Josh Leslie, Savannah Love, 

Rae Natzel, Lisa Nelson, River Norman, Michael Orsborn, 
David Ratliff, Kylie Shattuck, Kip Taisey, Jeni Weber, 

Terry Weber, Emma Jean Hubbard Wright, John Wright, 
Judy Wright, and the cast and crew of The WordPlayers’ 

Sleepers, Wake!

JUNIE B. IN JINGLE BELLS, BATMAN SMELLS! is 
produced by special arrangement with 

Playscripts, Inc.
(www.playscripts.com)

JUNIE B. IN JINGLE BELLS, BATMAN  SMELLS!

SEASON SPONSORS

SHOW SPONSORS

Terry & Jeni Weber

JUNIE B. IN JINGLE BELLS, BATMAN  SMELLS!
CAST

Alysha Mitchell, Junie B. Jones
Jessica Cross, May

Jim Richardson, Mr. Scary
Caleb Leach, Herb

Joe Jaynes, Grampa Miller
Belle Holmes, Lucille

Madeleine Trout, Elf Ellen
Marcos Gonzalez, José
Greg Helton, Mr. Toot

Daniel Rickman, Sheldon
Remington Stavros, Philip Johnny Bob

Jessica Ryion, Female Understudy
Shon Seivers, Male Understudy

PRODUCTION TEAM
Director - Lucy Wright

Stage Managers - Anissa Dunaway & Mayah Kelley
Scenic Design - Steve Krempasky

Lighting Design - Jon Chemay
Costume Design - Ariana Dotson

Properties Master - Madeleine Trout
Light Board Operator - Dekan Mueller

Sound Board Operator - Delanie Oestreich
Spotlight Operators - Shua Howell & Sylvia Mitchell
Deck Crew - Michaela MacDonald, Jessica Ryion &

Shon Seivers



STAFF

Ethan Norman, Artistic Director
Leslie Arnold, Managing Director

Joe Jaynes, Webmaster
Xandria Stavros, Social Media Coordinator

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Terry Weber, President/
Treasurer
Chan Vinson, Secretary
Karen Bowdle
Robert Bright
Jenny Bushkell
Tom Cervone

Jon Cormack
Leann Dickson
Cheryl Masur
Tomi Robb
Ron Turner
James Williams

CAST & CREW OF JUNIE B. & JINGLE BELLS, BATMAN SMELLS!

Jessica Cross
MAY

Marcos Gonzalez
JOSÉ

Greg Helton
MR. TOOT

Belle Holmes
LUCILLE

Joe Jaynes
GRANPA MILLER

Caleb Leach
HERB

Alysha Mitchell
JUNIE B. JONES

Jim Richardson
MR. SCARY

Jessica Ryion
UNDERSTUDY



Daniel Rickman
SHELDON

Shon Seivers
UNDERSTUDY

Remington Stavros
Phillip Johnny Bob

Madeleine Trout
ELF ELLEN/

PROPS MASTER

Lucy Wright
DIRECTOR

Anissa Dunaway
STAGE MANAGER

Ariana Dotson
COSTUME 
DESIGNER

Mayah Kelley
STAGE MANAGER

Stephen F. 
Krempasky

SCENIC
DESIGNER

CAST & CREW OF JUNIE B. & JINGLE BELLS, BATMAN SMELLS!



Jessica Cross (May) is excited to be part of the Junie B. cast again. 
Most recently she has appeared in the Palace Players production of 
Into the Woods (Stepmother) and The WordPlayers productions of  
Fiddler on the Roof (Shaindel), The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
(Mrs. Beaver), A Laura Ingalls Wilder Christmas (Caroline “Ma” Ingalls), 
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (Grace Bradely), Over the River and 
Through the Woods (Caitlin), Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells  
(Lucille), Little Women (Mrs. Kirke), The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
(White Witch), The Magician’s Nephew (Queen Jadis), and John, His Story 
(cast). She would like to thank Darrin and Hayley for allowing her the 
time to be in this production. As always, this is for Cole who is always 
in her heart!
Marcos Gonzalez (José) is a young actor and a sophomore at UTK, 
currently working towards a major in Theater. This is his first time 
working with the WordPlayers and he is very excited about it! Some of 
his previous works include The Wolves with ACT and Romeo and Juliet 
with TSC as a Stage manager, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream with TSC 
as an actor. He will do anything that sounds fun to him, meaning he is 
very excited about this show!
Greg Helton (Mr. Toot) is excited to make his first appearance with 
The WordPlayers. You may have seen him recently as George in Dr. 
Biscotti, Ludie in Tellico Village’s production of A Trip to Bountiful, Joe 
Keller in Oak Ridge Playhouse’s production of All My Sons, or the one 
man show Sgt York: The Play.
Belle Holmes (Lucille) is ecstatic to be joining The WordPlayers for 
her first time back onstage in five years! She is a senior theatre  
student at the University of Tennessee. She is usually backstage as an 
assistant stage manager; recent productions include Knoxville, Kinky 
Boots, The Giver, and Hair with the Clarence Brown Theatre. She would 
like to thank her family and friends for supporting her and pushing 
her to get back onstage. 
Joe Jaynes (Grampa Miller) has appeared in 60+ stage, TV, and film 
productions. He is thrilled to be celebrating Christmas this year with 
Junie B. and her friends. Roles in other WordPlayers productions this 
year include the Duke of Cornwall in King Lear, Mordcha the innkeeper 
in Fiddler on the Roof, and Dr. Rank in A Doll’s House. Thanks to Lucy 
and her wonderful crew, and to all my fellow cast mates, for the  
opportunity to share in creating such a fun show! And thank you, Kim, 
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for your love, understanding, and support during the long days and 
nights that theater demands.
Caleb Leach (Herb) is thrilled to be returning to the stage with the 
WordPlayers. He has spent the last few years working with CAK as 
technical director and director for their musicals, working on film  
projects around the country, and with KnoxCAM as an actor and  
managing director. You could have seen Caleb cutting loose last 
summer as Willard in Footloose, talking stars in Boston in Silent Sky, or 
thanking God for his miracles in Fiddler on the Roof for The  
WordPlayers. Caleb is excited to jump into this fun and wacky story. 
He wants to thank Lucy for this goofy opportunity, his friends and 
family for their joy, his daughter Emilia for her inspiration, and his wife 
Kristen for her love and support.
Alysha Mitchell (Junie B. Jones) is back in action for a third time in 
her favorite role to date and could not be more grateful for the 
opportunity to once again bring Junie B. to life! She graduated from UT 
with a BA in Theatre in 2008 and has participated in numerous  
projects with The WordPlayers over the last 16-17 years. Other 
appearances include Robin (The Secret Garden), Demetrius (Titus  
Andronicus), Lady Capulet (Romeo & Juliet), Miss Casewell (The  
Mousetrap), Annie Sullivan (The Miracle Worker), Annelle (Steel  
Magnolias), and Junie B. Jones (Junie B. Jones in Jingle Bells, Batman 
Smells). Many thanks to Ethan & Lucy for your trust and fresh  
perspective, to the TBAH staff and Brian & Crystal Burnette for making 
it possible, and to Rosie, Squish, & Squeak for all your support. For His 
glory!
Jim Richardson (Mr. Scary) is pleased to work with Lucy Wright and 
The WordPlayers for the first time since Bright Star in the 2019 season. 
A long ago graduate of the University of Tennessee’s theatre 
department, Jim has performed in upwards of 126 productions with 
almost every theatrical troupe in the greater Knoxville area. Over a 
ridiculous number of years, he has amassed a string of onscreen 
credits and has dabbled in writing and directing as well. 
Jessica Ryion (Understudy) is happy to be a part of Junie B. Jones  
Jingle Bells, Batman Smells this Winter! She is a performance major at 
Pellissippi State Community College and is currently in her second 
year. She has done three productions with Pellissippi, King Lear as  
ensemble, Peter and the Wolf as Hunter, and Antigone as Chorus Elder. 
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She is happy to be working with The WordPlayers again, and she is 
excited to return to the stage in December!
Daniel Rickman (Sheldon) is thrilled to be making his WordPlay-
ers debut with this production of Junie B. Jones in Jingle Bells, Batman 
Smells! A recent graduate of the University of Memphis with a  
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre - Performance, recent credits include 
And Then There Were None (Anthony Marston), Suite Surrender (Francis), 
Elektra (Pedagogues), and The Seagull (Trigorin). He is also fresh off 
directing Into the Woods for Palace Players at the Old City Performing 
Arts Center. He wants to thank the cast and crew for a wonderful 
experience and hopes you enjoy the show! Happy holidays!  
IG: @danielcrickman
Shon Seivers (Understudy) is a sophomore at Pellissippi State  
Community College and is excited to participate in Junie B. Jones in  
Jingle Bells, Batman Smells. He is a performance major looking to 
achieve his Bachelor’s of Fine Arts at a four year university after his 
time at Pellissippi. He has performed in productions at Pellissippi  
before including Antigone (Haimon) and King Lear (King of France) as 
well as Fiddler on the Roof with The WordPlayers. He has also done  
productions in high school (Halls High School) including CLUE  
(Wadsworth), Game of Tiaras (The King), and The Bold the Young and the 
Murdered (Morris Nyborg). Shon hopes to further his craft as an actor 
and is grateful to work with the WordPlayers on this wonderful  
production!
Remington Stavros (Phillip Johnny Bob) is so excited to be playing 
an imaginary elephant and to be adding another show to his 
WordPlayers Christmas show bingo card! Some recent roles include 
Cinderella’s Prince/The Wolf (Into the Woods), Calypso Brother (Joseph), 
Peter (Lion, Witch, and the Wardrobe), and Snoopy (Good Man, Charlie 
Brown), which he also directed for the Palace Players. Other  
directing credits include The Little Mermaid and Winnie the Pooh, both 
for the Palace Players. He would like to thank Lucy for being an  
amazing director, Mayah and Anissa for absolutely rocking the stage 
manager game, Ari for giving him the best costumes ever, and the 
Lord for this opportunity! He would also like to point out that this is 
the third show this year in which he’s worn a tail, but he promises that 
it’s just a coincidence.
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Madeleine Trout (Elf Ellen, Props Master) is thrilled to be a part 
of The WordPlayers production of Junie B. Jones in Jingle Bells, Batman 
Smells. Most recently she was in the ensemble of The WordPlayers 
and Pellissippi’s production of King Lear and #8 in River and Rail and 
Pellissippi’s production of The Wolves. Other credits include Our Tem-
pest, Three by Nigro, and Musical Comedy Murders of 1940, all produced 
by Pellissippi State Community College. Madeleine has been studying 
performance and technical theatre at Pellissippi for the past three 
years. She has had an absolute blast working with this cast and crew. 
She would like to thank her awesome director, Lucy Wright, for caring 
so deeply for the people in this production and the rehearsal process. 
She would also like to thank her wonderful family and best friend Kate 
for always believing in her. 
Lucy Wright (Director) is a long time theatre lover, her first  
production being inside her mom’s belly in 2000. Lucy graduated from 
Flagler College in St. Augustine, FL in 2023 with a BA in Theatre Arts, 
focusing in Stage Management and Direction. There she stage  
managed over a dozen productions, her favorites being The Old Man 
and The Old Moon and Cinderella. She also was the only student in her 
class to direct a full length production on the mainstage (Every Brilliant 
Thing) and also directed The Rocky Horror Picture Show as president of 
the theatre honors society. She began working with The WordPlayers 
in 2019 as an assistant stage manager for Bright Star and has since 
stage managed The Fantasticks, Hello, Dolly, Footloose, King Lear, and 
Fiddler on the Roof with them. She has been nominated for recognition 
in outstanding work in stage management by the Kennedy Center 
American College Theatre Festival. She cannot imagine a better  
company to make her Tennessee directorial debut with and is beyond 
grateful for the opportunity. She would like to thank her family for 
their constant support, her professors Kip Taisey and Paul Denayer, 
her dear friends including Leann Dickson, Terry Weber, and David 
Ratliff for teaching and mentoring her, her truly amazing cast and crew 
with whom this show would not have been possible, and finally all of 
you for coming. 
Anissa Dunaway (Stage Manager) is ecstatic to be a part of Junie B. 
Jones in Jingle Bells Batman Smells. This is her second time working with 
The WordPlayers, and she is glad to be back! She was previously the 
stage manager for CAK’s productions of Joseph and the Amazing  
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Technicolor Dreamcoat and assistant stage manager for The Music Man. 
She would like to thank Lucy and Ethan for giving her this opportunity 
and Caleb for helping foster her love of all things crew and getting her 
foot in the door with the WordPlayers.
Ariana Dotson (Costume Designer) is beyond grateful to be working 
with The WordPlayers again. Since graduating from UTK with a major 
in Theatrical Tech and Design, she has been working consistently with 
various local theatre companies in the Knoxville area. This will be her 
fourth production doing costume design for The WordPlayers and she 
would like to thank her peers and mentors that have helped & 
encouraged her from past productions. Some past notable  
productions include SWEAT, A Christmas Carol, Blood at the Root, Trou-
ble in Mind, HAIR, Twelfth Night, King Lear, and A Doll’s House. Ariana 
would also like to thank her family for their continued support of her 
work in the arts. 
Mayah Kelley (Stage Manager) is thrilled to be stage managing for 
The WordPlayers for the first time! She was stage manager at CAK 
for The Music Man, and she was assistant stage manager for The Little 
Mermaid and Freaky Friday. Mayah has always loved the theater and 
is so grateful for this opportunity to be involved in the theater world 
again. She is very thankful for Lucy for giving her the chance to stage 
manage with The WordPlayers. She would also like to thank Anissa for 
continuing their joint stage managing journey together after  
graduating from CAK and this amazing cast for providing such a fun 
and loving environment. We hope you enjoy the show!
Stephen F. Krempasky (Scenic Designer) is the Executive Director of 
SHOP FARRAGUT; promoting retailers, restaurants, and service  
providers in the Town of Farragut. Additionally, he is President of 
MASSKUS Productions, a special events consulting agency. During his 
career, Steve has over 350 theatrical and corporate stage credits. He 
recently designed Bearden High School’s Mary Poppins and  
Hardin Valley Academy’s premiere of Puffs! He was delighted to work 
on The WordPlayers summer musical, Fiddler on the Roof. Steve was an 
official adjudicator at this year’s Ohio Community Theatre Festival this 
past Labor Day weekend. He is a “Fellow” of the American Association 
of Community Theatre with over 40 years of service to the  
organization.
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THE CONTRIBUTORS* 
WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL FOR OUR

CONTRIBUTING PLAYERS!

ALL WORLD PLAYERS ($1000+)
Tom Cervone & Susan Creswell, Jim & Leann Dickson, 
Richard & Lee Graham, Leslie Hull, Paul & Michelle Pardue, 
Bill & Dotty Vinson, Terry & Jeni Weber

*Gifts given between as of December 4, 2024.

MOST VALUABLE PLAYERS ($500-$999)
Tom & Linda Bolen, Shawn & Alice Carson, Barbara Darce,  

Carolyn & Don Harrell, Steven & Nancy Pearson, Zane Scarlett,  
Matthew & Jaime Straining 

ALL STAR PLAYERS ($250-$499)
Steve & Julie Arnold, Don & Beth Arnurius, Anna Bellamy,  
Tom & Linda Bolen, John L. & Sandra Butler, John & Cindy Cannon,  
Mary Farmer, Stan & Rosalie Hadley, Joe & Kim Jaynes,  
Steve & Mary Krempasky, Col Frederick & Beverly Kuhlman,  
Jim & Emily Plemmons, Ernie Roberts, Paul & Jane Slay,  
Dick & Irene Townsend

MAJOR PLAYERS ($100-$249)
Greg & Elaine Anderson, Richard & Margaret Ashworth,  

Bob & Annie Bright, Danny Bryant, Jenny Bushkell, Jon & Janie Cormack, 
Darrin & Jessica Cross, Doug & Sandra Dutton, Tom Eubanks,  

Ed & Melissa Flanagan, Reid & Nancy Gerhardt, Mark Hedrick,  
Susan Joiner, Kay D. Lenox, Jack & Marjorie Lloyd, Michael & Nancy Lofaro, 

Christin McDaniel, Dr. Joseph McQuighan, Jim & Celia Montgomery,  
Mark & Doris Moreland, Bill & Sheila Moyer, Charles & Janet Purkey,  

Pam Robertson, Fares & Harriet Schlank, Jami Schmid, Judy Shepherd,  
Jeff & Carrie Slavin, Leontyne Yeary Stone, Larry G. Welch

UTILITY PLAYERS ($25-$99)
Mary E. Amber, Robert & Kathleen Greenwell, Lou & Kim Kiernan,  
Terri King, Frank & CeCe Morris, Charles & Janet Purkey,  
Nancy Schowalter, Mike & Carol Slavin, Phillip & Dr. Dana Spears



For more information regarding our season, please visit 
wordplayers.org

 
To receive periodic updates, please join our email newsletter list and 

mailing list. Also, follow us on Facebook (The WordPlayers) &  
Instagram (wordplayers)!

UPCOMING EVENTS!

JUNIE B. IN JINGLE BELLS, BATMAN SMELLS!
Public Performances December 13 - 15 at the 

Clayton Performing Arts Center
Tickets available at wordplayers.org/tickets

WALK, DON’T RIDE
Currently booking February 2025 for touring school 

and church performance opportunities!
Audition opportunities coming soon.

For more info, visit wordplayers.org

FREAKY FRIDAY
Auditions January 9 & 10!

Performances July 11 - 13 at the Historic Bijou Theatre
For more info, visit wordplayers.org/auditions 

SPRING THEATRE CLASSES
An exciting new offering for Grades 6 - 12 in our region!

More info at wordplayers.org/education

SUMMER THEATRE CAMPS
Summer camp opportunities for children ages 8 - 16! 

More info coming soon at wordplayers.org/education


