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Director’s Note
Laura Ingalls Wilder was born on Feb. 7, 1867. The first of the seven books 

in her “Little House” series – Little House in the Big Woods – was published 
in 1932. In the 90 years since then, the series has been translated into more 
than 40 languages and, depending on which internet source you choose to 
believe, has sold somewhere between 34 and 60 million copies worldwide.

Many of us remember the “Little House on the Prairie” TV series that began 
in 1974 and ran until 1982. It was said to have been Ronald Reagan’s favorite 

program. Wilder’s stories are based on actual events and people in her 
family’s history in the 1870s and 1880s. What has made them so enduringly 
popular? Perhaps it is because they espouse universal themes: the value of 
family unity; individual struggle and hard work for the sake of loved ones; 

courage and faith in the face of adversity; the sense that some things are 
simply right and others simply wrong.

There was one brief period of her childhood about which Ms. Wilder chose 
not to write. After the death in infancy of her brother, Freddie, the family 
spent some time working and living in a small hotel/tavern in Burr Oak, 
Iowa. That is the period in which playwright Laurie Brooks sets A Laura 
Ingalls Wilder Christmas, imagining what might have been some of the 
experiences for the family there. She is able to reveal the characters we 

already recognize from the books, even lifting some lines of dialogue directly 
from them, and weave a touching story that we can easily believe might 

have happened to the Ingalls family during that challenging time.

The WordPlayers, in grateful collaboration with The Arts at Pellissippi State, 
is joyful to offer this story to the Knoxville community, hoping that all of 

us may live in such a way as to “always be mindful of others.” As Pa says, 
“You rest easy for the long haul when you’re mindful of what’s right.” Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year! 

- Terry Weber

Cast
Friday & Sunday

Pa Ingalls – Matthew Lloyd
Ma Ingalls – Jessica Cross

Laura – Piper Jace McQuade
Mary - Maggie Clower

Carrie - Avie Shope
Johnny Steadman - Lucas Howell

Mrs. Starr – Jeni Lamm

Saturday
Pa Ingalls – Matthew Lloyd
Ma Ingalls – Jessica Cross

Laura - Ava Reagan
Mary - Amelia Duarte

Carrie - Olivia Newman
Johnny Steadman - Caedmon Gifford

Mrs. Starr – Jeni Lamm

Understudies: Rollin Prince, Caroline King

Production Team
Director: Terry Weber

Stage Manager: Robbin Paige Sharp
Costume Designer: Dana Spears
Lighting Designer: Jon Chemay

Lightboard Operator - Caroline Bradley 
Composer/Sound Designer: John thomas Oaks

Set Designer: Jeff Delaney
Props Coordinator : Terry Weber

Publicity: Cheryl Masur & Candace Moore

Special Thanks
Joy Bornhoeft, 

Gina Clower & B 97.5
Leann Dickson
Jack Hopkins
Lisa Stockton

The String Workshop

The Artists
Maggie Clower (Mary) is making her WordPlayers’ 
debut. Maggie has recently been seen in Joan, The 
Girl of Arc (Joan), Frozen Jr. The Musical (Queen 
Aduna), Twelve Angry Jurors (Juror One), and The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever (Mrs. McCarthy). Maggie 
recently served as Costume Designer for The Magic 
Treehouse, Pirates Past Noon and Props Designer for 
The Little Mermaid. Maggie is a Sophomore at West 
High School and lives in North Knoxville with her 
parents, Doug and Gina Clower.

Jessica Cross (Ma Ingalls) is excited to be joining The 
WordPlayers in another show. Some of her favorite 
WordPlayers’ productions and characters include 
Lucille in Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells, Grace 
Bradley in The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Mrs. Kirk 
in Little Women, the White Witch/Queen Jadis in The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe and The Magician’s 
Nephew, and in the cast of John, His Story. She would 
like to thank her husband Darrin and daughter Hailey 
for allowing her the time to be in this production. As 
always, this is for Cole who is always in her heart!

Amelia Duarte (Mary) lives in Kingston, TN. She 
has appeared in several small theatrical productions, 
including Robin Hood and The Wiz of the West, but 
has never performed with The WordPlayers. Amelia 
is homeschooled and lives with her parents, little 
brother, and three pets. She is in the eighth grade 
and enjoys playing music, writing, and running.

Caedmon Gifford (Johnny) is thrilled to be making 
his WordPlayers’ debut.  He has recently appeared 
in Knoxville Children’s Theatre productions of The 
Magic Treehouse (Pedro) and The Reluctant Dragon 
(Villager).  He previously appeared in several 
productions by Park Place Kids at Park West Church.  
He is a 6th grade homeschool student and the son 
of Sean and Sonda Gifford. Caedmon would like 
to thank his dog Bruno for supporting him and 
listening to him run lines. 

Lucas Howell (Johnny) is a patrol leader in The 
Arrow of Light den for Pack 346 of Cub Scouts 
and Blue tip belt in Judo and Taekwondo.  He 
participated on God Squad in May 2022 as a 
dominion.  Lucas lives in West Knoxville with his 
mom and brothers.  He is a high honors student in 
5th Grade at Concord Christian School.

Caroline King (Understudy for Ma & Mrs. Starr) is 
delighted to be a part of The Wordplayers’ team for 
this production. She loves Knoxville and has served 
in many theatrical and creative roles all over town 
and loves collaborating with creatives whenever 
she can. She was most recently seen as the Narrator 
in The Wordplayers’ production of Loving. Some of 
her favorite on stage credits include Annie Oakely 
in Annie Get Your Gun, Velma Kelly in Chicago, 
Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet, Miss Adelaide in Guys 
and Dolls, Gillian in Bell, Book, and Candle and Jess 
in The Complete Works of Shakespeare Unabridged. 
Caroline is still in love with her husband Patrick after 18 years of marriage 
and enjoys her favorite role of all time as mother to her son Auguste and her 
daughter Iris and the rotating circus of animals in their home. 

Jeni Lamm (Mrs. Starr) is a founding member 
of The WordPlayers and the Managing Director 
of the company. In addition to acting with The 
WordPlayers, Jeni enjoys working with the various 
film and TV producers in town and is represented 
by Talent Trek. She has had fun creating this 
character and her favorite lines are “How sad it is 
to love children. To raise them and love them and 
have them leave you forever.” Jeni dedicates this 
performance to her three sons whom she hopes were 
raised right for the long haul!

Matthew Lloyd (Pa Ingalls) has been working 
regularly with The WordPlayers since 2000. Favorite 
roles include: Jesus (Godspell), King (Big River), 
Aslan (The Magician’s Nephew), and Daddy Murphy 
(Bright Star). Other credits include George Bailey 
(It’s a Wonderful Life, Erin Stage Company), Horatio 
(Hamlet, Wilde Thyme Players), and Lance Corporal 
Dawson (A Few Good Men, Oak Ridge Playhouse). 
Thanks to Terry and The WordPlayers for so many 
opportunities, Terri and the kids for all the support 
and encouragement, and to God for all of the above 
and more!

Piper Jace McQuade (Laura) attends Concord 
Christian School in the fifth grade. Her first 
performance was in a play called The Grad Squad for 
her school’s spring program. Piper loves theatre, 
basketball, softball, and volleyball, and she is strong 
in her faith in God.

Olivia Newman (Carrie) is proud to be working 
with The WordPlayers on this production. Olivia 
lives in Knoxville with her family and attends 
Farragut Intermediate School. 

Rollin Prince (Understudy for PA) is excited to be 
a part of another WordPlayers’ Christmas show. 
He was last seen in The Refugee King as well as the 
previous two productions of The Lion, The Witch, 
and the Wardrobe and The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever. Rollin works at Bearden High School as well 
as being the coach for Bearden and Oak Ridge High 
Schools’ improv teams. Rollin would like to thank 
Terry, Robbin, and the cast & crew of this wonderful 
production. 

Ava Reagan (Laura) is a 7th grade homeschool 
student. She is making her Wordplayers debut in this 
production. Other recent credits include Snow White 
(Grumpy), Jackie and Me (Ant / Bobby Fuller), and 
Humpty Dumpty is Missing (Little Red Riding Hood / 
Old Mother Hubbard). Ava lives in Powell with her 
family and loves acting, art, and playing with her 
dog, Scout.

Avie Shope (Carrie) is making her theatrical debut 
with The WordPlayers as Carrie Ingalls. Avie is in 
3rd grade, is an honor student, and a competitive 
gymnast. She is an amazing big sister to her two 
younger siblings, Zeb and Eden, and loves… 
Christmas.

Terry Weber (Director) is the Artistic Director of 
The WordPlayers and Professor Emeritus of Theatre 
at UT (retired after 31 years). Mainstage shows 
directed for The WordPlayers: Big Mama’s Kitchen, 
Over the River and Through the Woods, A Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Christmas, Walking Across Egypt, and Junie B. 
in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells. Terry has worked as 
voice/text/dialect coach at PlayMakers Rep, Round 
House Theatre, Great River Shakespeare Festival, 
Utah Shakespeare Festival, Illinois Shakespeare 
Festival, North Carolina Stage Company, Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival, Clarence Brown Theatre, and 
the Vermont Stage Company. Terry’s acting career has taken him to theatres in 
New York, Seattle, Milwaukee, Louisville, Chicago, Kansas City, Montgomery, 
Knoxville, Toronto, Orlando, Charleston, Asheville, Cincinnati, and Avignon 
(France). 

Robbin Paige Sharp (Stage Manager) returns to work with The WordPlayers 
after last appearing as Mrs. Starr in the 2017 production of A Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Christmas. Other credits include Steel Magnolias (Ouiser Boudreaux), 
Urinetown (Josephine “Ma” Strong), Walking Across Egypt (Alora Swanson), 
All Shook Up (Mayor Matilda Hyde), And Then There Were None (Emily Brent), 
Blithe Spirit (Madame Arcati), and Nunsense (Mother Superior). Robbin resides 
in Maryville with her cats Tilly, Josie, and Mattie. She holds an MFA in Theatre 
Performance, is retired from teaching (substitute teaches when she can), and 
loves Tennessee football. Go Vols!

John thomas Oaks (Sound Design) loves Jesus, people (pre-born and born), 
and music (in that order). Check out his music and observe his unpopular 
opinions at johnthomasoaks.com

Dana Spears (Costume Design) was a director and costume designer for 
children’s, youth, and community theater in the Atlanta, GA area before her 
recent return to her hometown of Knoxville. Among her favorite shows to 
design were The Music Man, Little Women, Beauty and the Beast, The Importance 
of Being Earnest, and Aladdin. She loved reading the Little House books to her 
own children and is excited to be designing her first show, A Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Christmas for The WordPlayers. 

Jon Chemay (Lighting Designer) is excited to be working with The 
WordPlayers once again. This is Jon’s sixteenth WordPlayers’ production, 
including The Secret Garden, Big River, The Lion, the Witch, & the Wardrobe, 
Bright Star, and last summer’s The Fantasticks! Jon is Technical Director, 
resident designer, and adjunct instructor at Roane State Community College 
in Harriman, where he has designed and built dozens of shows since 2007.  A 
UT graduate, Jon has designed for many East Tennessee theatre and dance 
companies, including the The Oak Ridge Playhouse, Ballet Gloria, The Flying 
Anvil Theatre, Fusion Dance Studios, Maryville College, UT Opera Theatre, 
AC Entertainment, and many more.

Board of Directors
President: Angie Johnson 

Secretary: Jeni Lamm
Treasurer: Terry Weber

Directors:
Robert Bright
Shawn Carson
Tom Cervone

Leann Dickson 
Leslie Hull

Cheryl Masur 
Tomi Robb
Ron Turner

Chan Vinson
James Williams

Staff
Artistic Director – Terry Weber 

Managing Director –  Jeni Lamm
Artistic Associate – Ethan Norman

Graphic Designer – Terri Lloyd
Webmaster – Joe Jaynes

The WordPlayers is impacting the greater Knoxville community for the Kingdom The WordPlayers is impacting the greater Knoxville community for the Kingdom 
of Christ! Your support is needed and greatly appreciated! The WordPlayers is a of Christ! Your support is needed and greatly appreciated! The WordPlayers is a 

non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization. Please send your tax deductible gifts to P.O. Box non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization. Please send your tax deductible gifts to P.O. Box 
50451, Knoxville, TN 37950-0451.50451, Knoxville, TN 37950-0451.

You can help secure the future of The WordPlayers by supporting our endowment You can help secure the future of The WordPlayers by supporting our endowment 
through The East Tennessee Foundation.  Please conthrough The East Tennessee Foundation.  Please consider building The WordPlayers sider building The WordPlayers 

endowment through your estate planning and planned giving. Contact East endowment through your estate planning and planned giving. Contact East 
Tennessee Foundation, (865) 524-1223, for more information. Tennessee Foundation, (865) 524-1223, for more information. 

 
ALL WORLD PLAYERS ($1000+)

Jenny Banner
Shawn & Alice Carson
Jim & Leann Dickson

April Ella
David & Lindsey Harrell

Oliver & Robin Hoig
Leslie Hull

Rob & Angie Johnson
Joe & Carol Ottaviano
Ron & Peggy Turner
Bill & Dotty Vinson

Bruce & Linda Wheeler

MOST VALUABLE PLAYERS ($500-$999)
Anonymous

Don & Beth Arnurius
Tom Cervone & Susan Creswell

John & Patti Frazier
Don & Carolyn Harrell

Troy & Evangella Stavros
Matt & Jamie Straining

Anna Mae Weber

ALL STAR PLAYERS ($250-$499)
Anonymous

Anna Bellamy
Tom & Linda Bolen

Robert & Lorraine Bowman
John & Cindy Cannon
Dean & Mary Farmer
Stan & Rosalie Hadley

Chris & LeAnn Hilemon
Steve & Mary Krempasky
Dan & Libby McCammon

Jim & Emily Plemmons
Kevin & Kimberly Proffitt

David & Lisa Stockton

MAJOR PLAYERS ($100-$249)
Anonymous

John & Carol Acker
David & Linda Ackerson
Greg & Elaine Anderson

Richard & Margaret Ashworth
Doug & Sandi Banister
Robert & Annie Bright

George & Kathy Brooks
Angela Cannon

Doug & Karen Collins
Darrin & Jessica Cross

Bill & Helen Deitch
Glen & B.J. Ellington

Ed & Melissa Flanagan
Reid & Nancy Gerhardt
Ken & Lynn Hawkins

Mark Hedrick
Greg Helton

John & Cynthia House
Kurt Brandt & Dawn Huff

Jim & Lee Hysmith
Joe & Kim Jaynes

Stan & Jackie Johnson
Melanie Kirkham
Joan Webb Knips

Rick & Beverly Kuhlman
Ron & Theresa Leadbetter
Michael & Nancy Lofaro

David & Felecia McClanahan
Victor & Janet McLean

Joseph McQuighan
Carolyn Meadows

Mark & Doris Moreland
Cynthia Morris

Frank & CC Morris
Bill & Sheila Moyer
Roy & Linda Painter

Cameron & Emily Puckett
Charles & Janet Purkey

John & Anita Randle
Barry & Pam Robertson

Sherrie Rumbolt
Zane Scarlett

Fares & Harriet Schlank
Lisa Silverman

Wayne & Laura Smith
Charles & Ann Snodgrass

Jeanette Stevens
Jane Stroud

Al & Pat Wallin
Mark & Sheri Weaver

Terry & Jeni Weber
Tom & Susan Weber

Larry G. Welch
Deborah Wooten

Stan & Melissa Zachary

 UTILITY PLAYERS ($25-$99)
Paulette Aaron

Terry Alford
Maryellen Amber

James & Diane Bailes
David & Rachel Ballenger

James & Debra Bean
Joe & Karen Carson

Carol Ann Casey
Mike & Pam Davis
Russ & Tracey Ford

Jim & Carla Giles
Cheryl Guilford

Kathleen Greenwell
Anna Marie Hughes

Patricia Jones
Lou & Kim Kiernan

Terri King
Jack & Marjorie Lloyd

Amy Mathews
John & Susan Miller

Harry & Amy Ogden
Cathy Parrish

Adele Richardson
Howard & Marcella Russell

Nancy Schowalter
Jeanne Sharp

Jimmy & Lesli Bales-Sherrod
Mike & Carol Slavin

Larry & Amanda Stair
Ginny Thurston-Bridges

Janna Waldrupe
John & Janie Wendelken

OTHER SUPPORT 
ACA ARP Grant: Arts & Culture Alliance American Renewal Plan

Central Baptist Bearden
David & Anne Colquitt & East Tennessee Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Northside Knoxville
Tennessee Arts Commission

Our 2022-23 Season is being supported, in part, by federal 
award number 21.027 awarded to Knox County by the U.S. 

Department of the Treasury and the Arts & Culture Alliance.

We are thankful for the support of our 
2022-2023 Season Contributing Players!
(Gifts given between August 1, 2022 and November. 30, 2022)

COMING UP in our 
2022-2023 Season!

Advent Touring Show
Nativity on the Square by Tom Long

Touring the Greater Knoxvile Area: Nov. 27 - Dec.21, 2022
The figures of a public creche scene come to life on Christmas 
Eve and attempt to discover who they are. A drunken bag lady 

explains the Nativity to them in a manner that is both comic and 
deeply moving. Please see our website for a schedule of public 

performances. (Length: 25-30 minutes)

History Tour
Althea and Angela by Todd Olson

Available to tour to your facility: February 13 – March 10, 2023
In 1955, Althea Gibson and Angela Buxton were world-ranked tennis 
players … yet no one wanted to partner with them in women’s dou-

bles. In fact, few even wanted to talk with them. Post-War America was 
still very segregated and the tennis world was still very anti-Semitic. Al-
thea, a black woman from Harlem, and Angela, a Jewish woman from 
Liverpool, were outcasts in two nations. So they decided to join forces 

outside their own country. What happened then made history.

Spring Mainstage Show
The Refugee King - a fresh, vibrant play with music

by Ethan Norman
Select dates April 14-23, 2023 at St. Gregory the Great Auditorium,

Catholic High School, 9245 Fox Lonas Rd., Knoxville
In The Refugee King, a couple finds themselves in a story 

– unfolding at a kitchen table like yours – 
where they must choose to be like Jesus or like everyone else.

Love. Costs. Something.
 

STAGED READING SERIES 
Performed in the Square Room, 4 Market Square, Knoxville at 7:00 PM 

April 17 – Walter Cronkite is Dead, by Joe Calarco
May 15 – Perfect, Quiet Place, by Tom Eubanks
June 12 – The Explorers Club, by Nell Benjamin

 

SUMMER MUSICAL
Footloose

July 14-16 at the Bijou Theatre
Our 2022-23 Season is being supported, in part, by federal award num-

ber 21.027 awarded to Knox County by the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury and the Arts & Culture Alliance.

 For more information regarding our season, please visit our website: 
www.wordplayers.org

To receive periodic updates, please join our email newsletter list and 
mailing list. Also, follow us on Facebook (The WordPlayers), Twitter (@

wordplayers) and Instagram (wordplayers)

&
present...

by Laurie Brooks

A Laura 
        Ingalls 
              WilderChristmas

by Laurie Brooks

A Laura 
        Ingalls 
              WilderChristmas

Dr. Ron & Peggy 
Turner

             Joe & Carol Ottaviano

sponsored 
          by

“Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way”
Original music by John thomas Oaks

Copyright Caliora Music Publishing, ASCAP
 

Pa’s Curtain Call
Copyright John thomas Oaks

Caliora Music Publishing, ASCAP

Produced by special arrangement with THE DRAMATIC 
PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock Illinois.

The String Workshop
yourstringworkshop@gmail.com

Jonathan Goldstein, S.I.R.
255 Jackson Square
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Phone/Fax (865)483-8668
Toll Free 1-877-291-8668

Violin rental and sales. 
Expert instrument repairs. 
Strings are our specialty!

Expert restoration and repairs on violins 

and guitars. Warrenty service on Martin, 
Gibson, Fender and most other brands. 

Bow repairs and appraisals. 

“Proud to support The WordPlayers”  
Rob & Angie Johnson


