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' presents...

WordPlayers
Theatre
Company

Book & Lyrics by Tom Jones and
Wusic by Harvey Schmidt

The musical is suggested by a play Les Romanesdues by Edmond
Rostand. Since its opeving in May 1460 at the Sullivan Street
Playhouse in New Vork, and its subsequent revival at the Jerry Orbach
Theatre, The Fantasticks remains the longest-ruming production of
any kind i1 the history of American theatre."

The Fantasticks is presented through special arrangement with
Music Theatre Tuternational (MTI). All anthorized performance
materials are also supplied by WTI, www.mtishows.com

The Videotaping or other video or audio recording
of this production is strictly prohibited



WMusical Numbers
Act One

OVEITUIE ettt e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeenenes Company
“Try t0 REMEMDEI ..ot Company
“IMUCN IMIOTE” ittt e s saae e e e Luisa
1V =1 =T o To | PP PP Matt, Luisa
“Never Say NO” .....oociiiie e Hucklebee, Bellomy
“It Depends On What You Pay” ..........ccceeuune El Gallo, Hucklebee, Bellomy
“So0N 1t's GONNA RAIN" ..ciiiieiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e Matt, Luisa
“Abduction Ballet” .........cccceeeereeeennn. Matt, Luisa, Henry, Mortimer, El Gallo
“Happy ENding” ......ccccovvvieeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeens Matt, Luisa, Hucklebee, Bellomy

THERE WILL BE ONE TEN MINUTE INTERMISSION

Act Two

“This Plum Is Too Rip€” ......eeveveveeeeeeeennn. Matt, Luisa, Hucklebee, Bellomy
D1 CaN SEE It et Matt, Narrator
“Plant a Radish”.......cuueeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Bellomy, Hucklebee
“Round and Round”......cccceeeeeeeennnn. El Gallo, Luisa, Matt, Henry, Mortimer
“They Were YOU” ...ttt Matt, Luisa

“Try to Remember” (reprise).... Narrator, Matt, Luisa, Hucklebee, Bellomy



Cast

The Narrator - McKinley Sean Merritt
El Gallo - Coke Morgan
Matt (the Boy) - Ryan Smith
Luisa (the Girl) - Christina Ledbetter
Hucklebee (the Boy’s father) - John Cherry
Bellomy (the Girl’s father) - Tony Cedeno
Henry (the Old Actor) - Joe Jaynes
Mortimer (the man who dies) - Matthew Lloyd

Orchestra

Sheryl Lawrence Howard - Piano
Amy Carty - Harp
Rachel Schlafer-Parton - Flute/Piccolo/Bowed Psaltery
Dale Disney - Percussion
Larry Vance - Bass

Production Team

Director - Leann Dickson
Music Director - Sheryl Lawrence Howard
Stage Manager - Lucy Wright
Costume Design - Lynn Smith & Edina Bobrek
Scene Design - Steve Krempasky
Lighting Design - Jon Chemay
Sound Design - Colton Berg
Projections Design - Katie Stepanek
Props - Terry Weber
Backstage Crew: - David Ratliff, Tyler Glover
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Each office independently owned & operated.
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Kiwanis

Serving the Children of the World since 1915

Kiwanis Club of Northside, Knoxville
Serving the Knoxville community since 1949
Proud Sponsor of
Bearden High School Key Club
Central High School Key Club
Fulton High School Key Club
L&N STEM Academy Key Club




The Artists

Tony Cedeiio (Bellomy) is surprised and delighted to find himself onstage again
in The WorldPlayers’ production of The Fantasticks, a personal favorite. He was
most recently seen as a faculty guest artist in Love and Information at Pellissippi
State, where he is in his tenth year as a member of the Pellissippi State Theatre
faculty. Recent roles include Shamrayev in The Seagull, Sorn in Stupid *&%#S
Bird, and Trinculo in The Tempest. Tony holds an MFA in Performance from UT,

| where he was previously an artist-in-residence and a member of the Clarence
Brown Theatre Company. A big thank you to the The WordPlayers and this
talented cast and crew for their tireless effort in bringing theatre back to Knoxville.

currently volunteers as the Artistic Director for the Primary Players Children’s
Theatre Group in Blount County and works as a VP for Leadership Knoxville.
Among his favorite roles: Prof. Harold Hill in The Music Man, Sidney Bruhl

in Deathtrap, and Tateh in Ragtime. He lives in Maryville with wife Melanie.
Their daughter Alex works in L.A. for Disney Studios...proud papa.

Joe Jaynes (Henry) has appeared in 50+ stage, TV, and film productions. He
performs regularly with The WordPlayers, Oak Ridge Playhouse, Theatre
Knoxville Downtown, and other regional theaters. He is thrilled to be back
on stage with The Fantasticks and to share in the hard work that it takes to
make great theatre happen. Thanks Leann, Lucy, Sheryl, and fellow cast &
crew for making this production so satisfying! And thank you, Kim for your
love, understanding, and support during the long days that theatre demands.

Christina Ledbetter (Luisa) is so honored and thrilled to be a part of The
Fantasticks! Some of her favorite past credits include: Beth in Little Women,
Blanche Ingram in Jane Eyre, Cinderella in Into the Woods, Meg in Little
Women, #25 in The Wolves, and Ensemble in Bright Star. She would like to
thank her friends, family, and Leann and Sheryl for believing in her. She is
grateful to be performing again alongside her very talented cast and crew,
and she hopes you enjoy the show! Psalms 55:22

Matthew Lloyd (Moritmer) has been a frequent contributor with The
WordPlayers over the last 20 years, both onstage and offstage, participating

in over 50 productions. Favorite roles include Jesus in Godspell, Aslan in The
Magician’s Nephew, and multiple characters in Cotton Patch Gospel. When he
isn’t playing onstage, Matthew teaches math at Anderson County High School.
He would like to thank Leann for thinking of him for this role, Terry Weber for the
many opportunities over the years, and especially his family for putting up with

1 his many nights away from home. Thank you Terri, Naomi, Cam, Fai, and Jack!

McKinley Sean Merritt (Narrator) a UT theatre alumni and Nashville native,
is excited to be a part of The Fantasticks! This is her third show with The
WordPlayers after Big River and A Fly in November. Her favorite roles include
the ensembles of The Threepenny Opera; Monty Python’s Spamalot; Kiss Me,
Kate; and Sweeney Todd; as well as Logainne in 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee, a member of the Shakespeare medley, “Will Power!” and Bec
in 4000 Miiles all at the Clarence Brown Theatre. You can often find McKinley
interning at a cappella conventions, singing with her 90s cover band, Teen
Spirit, and probably laughing too hard at something really silly. Stay healthy, be safe, enjoy life,
and, most importantly, enjoy the show!




Coke Morgan (El Gallo) was based in NYC and LA for over 20 years and
traveled the world as a professional singing actor. Local credits include Peter
Pan as Captain Hook (Oak Ridge Playhouse), Jane Eyre as Edward Rochester
(WordPlayers).

Ryan Smith (Matt) is honored to be returning to The WordPlayers for a

third time. Previous credits with the group include Bright Star and Big River.
Ryan lives in Nashville where he studies filmmaking and writing at Belmont
University. Ryan owes his friends and family for continuing to support his
interest in the arts, and The WordPlayers for this opportunity to finally share
live theatre again.

| Leann Dickson (Director) is a retired high school theatre teacher who

41 currently fills her time hiking, biking, lunching, and taking care of her first
dog — ever — Moby Dickson, a Shih Tzu puppy who will steal your heart. She
| has directed Ragtime, Big River, The Secret Garden, Jane Eyre, and Bright

{ Star with The WordPlayers and is grateful for the opportunities they have
given her over the years. Leann would like to thank her husband, Jim, for his
ever-loving support.

] Sheryl Lawrence Howard (Music Director) has been a music director in east
Tennessee since 1987. She is pleased to be doing her seventh production
with The WordPlayers. Mrs. Howard has been blessed to play amazing female
characters for The WordPlayers such as Emma Goldman in Ragtime, Sally
Brown in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, Martha in The Secret Garden
and Mrs. Fairfax in Jane Eyre. It is an honor to be Music Director of such a
talented group of voices and instrumentalists as they realize this “Fantastick”

s and beautiful score. Mrs. Howard would like to give special thanks to Leann
and Lucy for all thelr hard work and vision to tell this beautiful story. And of course, thanks to Mike
and the beagles (Gatsby and ZuZu) for their constant unconditional love and support.

Lucy Wright (Stage Manager) is thrilled to be returning to The WordPlayers for the second time.
Despite being raised here in Knoxville, she is currently studying to get a BA degree in Theatre Arts
at Flagler College in Saint Augustine, FL and plans to graduate in the fall of 2022. She has stage
managed numerous shows including The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, Eurydice,
Legally Blonde, and Edges. She would like to thank her Aubrey’s family, her family and friends,
specifically Lisa Nelson, Leann Dickson, Kip Taisey and Paul Denayer, for being mentors to her. She
hopes you enjoy the show!

Jon Chemay (Lighting Design) is excited to return to live theatre. This marks Jon’s fourteenth
project with The WordPlayers. Jon is in his fifteenth season as Technical Director at Roane State
Community College in Harriman and has worked with many theatre and dance companies in East
TN, including UT Opera Theatre, Tennessee Stage Company, Momentum Dance Labs, The Actors
Co-op, Ballet Gloria, and Maryville College Department of Theatre.

Stephen F. Krempasky (Scene Design) is the Executive Director of the Farragut Business Alliance,
promoting retailers, restaurants and service providers in the Town of Farragut. Additionally, he is
President of MASSKUS Productions, a special events consulting agency. Steve has designed over 300
theatrical and corporate productions and just finished Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream
for Bearden High School. He is delighted to design for The WordPlayers once again and is looking
forward to fall projects with them and The Flying Anvil Theatre. Last year, Steve was inducted as a
“Fellow” of the American Association of Community Theatre with over 30 years of service.



Natalee Louis McReynolds (Directing Shadow) holds her B.M. & M.M. in Vocal Performance.
Professional performance credits include: The Sound of Music (Elsa), Bernstein’s Mass (Street
Chorus), Company (Jenny), Sweeney Todd (Johanna) and The WordPlayers’ performances of The
Secret Garden (Lily) and Ragtime (Evelyn Nesbit). Natalee teaches voice privately from her home.
In addition to teaching and performing, she enjoys snuggling her 18-month-old son, Isaiah. Thank
you to her husband, Isaac, for supporting her and to Leann Dickson for this opportunity to learn
from the best!

Edina Bobrek and Lynn Smith (Costume Design) are thrilled to return to The WordPlayers for The
Fantasticks! Lynn and Edina began costuming many years ago as parent volunteers for Erin Youth
Players, West Valley Middle School, and Bearden High School. Favorite projects include Willy
Wonka, The Wizard of Oz, The Addams Family, Les Miserables, and Jane Eyre. Special thanks to
Rachel, Anna, Sophie and Ryan for their inspiration, and to “stage dads” John and Matt for their
unending support and love.

Composer Harvey Schmidt and lyricist Tom Jones are
the legendary writing team best known for shaping
the American musical landscape with their 1960 hit,
The Fantasticks. After its Off-Broadway opening in
May 1960, it went on to become the longest-running
production in the history of the American stage and
one of the most frequently produced musicals in the
world. Their first Broadway show, 110 in the Shade,
was revived on Broadway in a new production starring
Audra MacDonald. I Do! I Do!, their two-character musical starring Mary Martin and Robert
Preston, was a success on Broadway and is frequently done around the country. For several years
Jones and Schmidt worked privately at their theatre workshop, concentrating on small-scale
musicals in new and often untried forms. The most notable of these efforts were Celebration,
which moved to Broadway, and Philemon, which won an Quter Critics Circle Award. They
contributed incidental music and lyrics to the Off-Broadway play Colette starring Zoe Caldwell,
then later did a full-scale musical version under the title Colette Collage. The Show Goes On, a
musical revue featuring their theatre songs and starring Jones and Schmidt, was presented at

the York Theatre, and Mirette, their musical based on the award-winning children’s book, was
premiered at the Goodspeed Opera House in Connecticut. In addition to an Obie Award and the
1992 Special Tony Award for The Fantasticks, Jones and Schmidt were inducted into the Broadway
Hall of Fame at the Gershwin Theatre, and on May 3, 1999 their ‘stars’ were added to the Off-
Broadway Walk of Fame outside the Lucille Lortel Theatre. Then in 2012, Jones & Schmidt were
honored by being inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame.

WE==SRUAN)

Special Thanks

Erin Presbyterian, Masskus Productions,
Oak Ridge HS Masquers, Trinity UMC, Katie Alley, Thad Cox, Jack Lloyd,
Grant Malone, Cheryl Masur, Joe McCamish, Natalee McReynolds,
Tammy Murphy, Ethan Norman, Lisa Stockton, Joel Weber



The
WordPlayers

We are thankful for the support of our

MAIJOR PLAYERS

ALL WORLD

PLAYERS ($1000+)

Anonymous
Barbara Darce
Jim & Leann Dickson
Shawn & Alice Carson
David & Ann Colquitt
Leslie Hull
Joyce Ledbetter

Paul & Michelle Pardue

Warren & Kathy Payne
Ron & Peggy Turner
Bill & Dotty Vinson

Jim & Linda Williams

MOST VALUABLE

PLAYERS
($500-$999)

Anonymous
Ben & Missy Blalock
Robert & Annie Bright
John & CeCe Campbell
John & Cindy Cannon

Tom Cervone & Susan Creswell

Brad Croisdale
Jill Lagerberg
Joe & Carol Ottaviano
Terry & Jeni Weber
Annamae Weber

ALL STAR PLAYERS

($250-$499)
Anonymous
Don & Beth Arnurius
Anna Bellamy

Wendell & Rachel Boertje

Dean & Mary Farmer
John & Patti Frazier

Richard & Lee Graham

Stan & Rosalie Hadley
Lakeisha Hogue
Jack & Cindy Hopkins
Joe & Kim Jaynes

Dan & Libby McCammon
Jim & Celia Montgomery

Mark & Dee Pierce
Ernie Roberts
Marty Smith
Joyce Wyatt

($100-$249)
Anonymous
Richard & Margaret
Ashworth
Linda Behrend

Dale & Mary Beth Berry

Tom & Linda Bolen

Robert & Lorraine Bowman Gregor & Jennifer Smee

George & Kathy Brooks
Dorothy Bryson
Richard & Michelle
Castleberry
Mary Costa
Bill & Helen Deitch
Kathryn DeWine
Mark & Helen Dickey
Mary Jane Elmore
Archie & Susan Fendley
Mary Ann Fennell
Ed & Melissa Flanagan
Reid & Nancy Gerhardt
Michael & Jean Giusto
Brad & Joy Guilford
Don & Caroline Harrell
Mark Hedrick
Kathryn Hendrix
Jim & Becky Henry
Chris & LeAnn Hilemon
Oliver Hoig
James & Lee Hysmith
Stan & Jackie Johnson
Stavros Keritsis
Robert King
Teresa King
Melanie Kirkham
Jay & Susan Kohlbusch

Steve & Mary Krempasky

Paul & Cherie Larson

Ron & Therese Leadbetter
Chris & Wendy Ledbetter

Steve & Caroline Luper
Jim & Julia Malia
Joe & Ellen Manning
Buddy & Janet McLean

Mark & Doris Moreland

Cynthia Morris
Frank & CeCe Morris
Bill & Sheila Moyer
Harry & Amy Ogden

2020-2021 Season Contributing Players!
(Gifts given between August 1, 2020 and July 5, 2021)

Lou & Kim Kiernan
Jack & Marjorie Lloyd
Michael & Nancy Lofaro
Stan & Brenda Malone
Leonard & Debra Markham
James & Sherburne Martin
Jerry & Joyce McClellan
Norman & Linda Judge
McRae
Bill & Deborah Morgan
Coke Morgan
Todd & Charlotte Olson

Bernard Starner Mark & Windie Palmer/
David & Lisa Stockton Wilson
Richard & Irene Townsend Cameron & Emily Puckett
Dave & Barbara Wasil  Howard & Marcella Russell
Larry Welch Nancy Schowalter
John & Janie Wendelken Gail Sewell
William Bruce & Linda Jeanne Sharp
Wheeler Lisa Silverman
Mary Witort William & Joan Sloan
Deborah Wooten Ron & Christine Solomon
Stan & Melissa Zachary Amanda Stair
David & Jane Stroud

Don Olive
Kevin & Kimberly Proffitt
John & Anita Randle
Barry & Pam Robertson
Sherrie Rumbolt
Fares & Harriet Schlank
Judy Shepherd
Ron & Alva Shipe
Mike & Carol Slavin

Wayne & Laura Smith
Charles & Ann Snodgrass

UTILITY PLAYERS 2"/ % /one &

(520-599) Ed & JoAnne Thrift

Mariellen Amber Kelly & Karin Vogt
Diane Bailes Sharon Ward

Jack & Patricia Watson
Helen Wedekind
Jean Wedekind

David & Rachel Ballenger
Hershel & Joyce Beeler
Justin & Keli Bell

Brian & Jean Bonnyman Mary Wegman
Patty Bruns Janelle Witt
Ann Callahan
OTHER SUPPORT

Joe & Karen Carson
Carol Ann Casey
Richard & Michelle
Castleberry
Alan & Nancy Cheatham
Mike & Pam Davis
Donald Dunning
Pat Earl
Jack & Becky Ellison
Russ & Tracey Ford
Derrell & Brenda Frye
Bryan Fuller
Mary Sue Greiner
Alfred & Angela Herget
Brad & Cindy Hood
Patricia Jones
Mark & Anne Kalisek

Arts & Culture Alliance
Arts Fund for East
Tennessee
Central Baptist Bearden
Fifth Avenue Baptist Church
Home Federal Bank
Kiwanis Club of Northside
Knoxville
Tennessee Arts Commission
TJ Development

The WordPlayers is impacting the greater Knoxville community for the
Kingdom of Christ! Your support is needed and greatly appreciated!
The WordPlayers is a non-profit, 501 (c) (3) organization.
Please send your tax deductible gifts to P.O. Box 53717, Knoxville, TN, 37950-3717.

You can help secure the future of The WordPlayers by supporting our endowment
through The East Tennessee Foundation. Please consider building The WordPlayers
endowment through your estate planning and planned giving.

Contact East Tennessee Foundation, (865) 524-1223, for more information.




Coming up...

2021-2022

WordPlayers
season WP:::
Company

MainStage Wing

Big Mama’s Kitchen, by Joe Frost
Select dates October 7-17

The Lion the Witch, and the Wardrobe,
by Joseph Robinette
December 10-14

Refugee King, by Ethan Norman
April, 7-10

Hello Dolly! (Rights Pending)
July 22-24

Touring Wing
In These Dark Streets, by Ethan Norman

Available November 28 - December 22

The Ends We Seek, by Ethan Norman
Available February 1-28

For more information regarding our season,
please visit our website: www.wordplayers.org.

To receive periodic updates, please join our email newsletter list
and mailing list. Also, follow us on Facebook (The WordPlayers),
Twitter (@wordplayers) and Instagram (wordplayers).



Historic Knoxville
on Canvas
Fascinating Illustration
of Downtown in 1921

1 Kl

or Office
ORDER TODAY AT

Home Federal Bank is proud
to support The WordPlayers.
We’re committed

to serving the people,
businesses and

communities who call

East Tennessee home.

{72 HOME FEDERAL BANK

YOU’LL KNOW YOU’'RE HOME!

MEMBER

== FDIC HomeFederalBankTN.com




